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AAAE, CHOICEPOINT OFFER SECURITY SERVICES

AAAE has joined with ChoicePoint, a leading provider of identification and credential verification services, to offer the aviation industry enhanced background screening services through the Transportation Security Clearinghouse.

AAAE’s clearinghouse assists airports and regulated air carriers in conducting federally mandated criminal history checks.  Since its inception last year, the clearinghouse has enabled criminal history checks on nearly a million workers with airport access.

 “The new partnership between AAAE’s Transportation Security Clearinghouse and ChoicePoint provides an additional layer of security to make sure those with access to the aviation system have the best interests of the traveling public at heart.” AAAE President Charles Barclay said.  

The addition of enhanced background screening services from ChoicePoint helps deliver one-stop shopping for airport security services.  Particularly important in these time of economic crisis in aviation, the aggregation of requirements across the industry will enable the clearinghouse to provide enhanced services at discounted rates that are lower than what airports or airlines could obtain individually.  The clearinghouse will also provide a standard set of services to facilitate consistency across the industry.
BILL ENHANCES EAS PROGRAM 

Rep. Jerry Moran (R-Kan) on May 13 introduced legislation to expand services provided by the Essential Air Service (EAS) program.  In addition to increasing funding for the program, Moran’s bill encourages improved marketing to increase customer traffic, improve regional access to major and national carriers by encouraging joint fares, and allow more local control over how a community can use EAS funds.  This bill enhances the viability and potential quality of life at regional, rural and many general aviation airports. 

  

 BACK TO BASICS… AIRPORT COURTESY / SAFETY ITEMS

BACK TO BASICS… AIRPORT OPERATIONS COURTESY

· Turn on your aircraft rotating beacon / nav lights prior to engine start.

· Avoid high RPM/high-speed taxi in close quarters.  Taxi no faster than a person can walk.

· Do not taxi in close proximity to the rear of large aircraft (props or jets) when their engines are operating.

· Always use your taxi or landing lights when taxiing in unlighted areas.

· Avoid blinding other pilots with your taxi / landing / strobe lights.

· Take care to not direct prop blast toward other aircraft / people / or property on the ground during high power run-ups.

· Make a 360( turn in the direction of traffic before taxiing into position for takeoff to ensure you see landing aircraft.

· Never taxi onto the active runway unless you have adequate spacing from landing aircraft.

· Always announce your intentions and then depart the pattern in accordance with standard or specifically established airport procedures. 

· When inbound, monitor the CTAF for other traffic from 10 miles out. Obtain and use the latest altimeter setting.  Announce your intentions and enter the pattern using the recommended standard procedure or the procedure prescribed for that specific airport.

· Use your taxi / landing lights in the airport traffic pattern during daylight to enhance your aircraft conspicuity and to diminish the potential for a midair collision.

· Avoid complacency and distractions while in the pattern.  Stay alert for helicopters, gliders, ultra lights, parachutists and other aircraft that fly nonstandard patterns.  Fifty percent of midair’s occur in the traffic pattern while on final approach. 

· After landing, expedite clearing the runway to avoid forcing an aircraft behind you to go-around.

· Pilots-in-command are the only ones who can really prevent midair collisions.

ASAC GROUP RELEASES GA AIRPORT SECURITY RECOMMENDATIONS

The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) Aviation Security Advisory Committee (ASAC) Working Group on October 1 completed work on a general aviation security initiative.  The report was presented to ASAC and TSA.  

The document will not be released publicly until ASAC has reviewed the working group’s recommendations.  This appears likely after the end of October 2003.

The group began meeting in May of 2003 to draft the GA security initiative.  The working group is composed of industry representatives including AAAE, AOPA, National Air Transportation Association, the National Association of State Aviation Officials, the National Business Aviation Association and the General Aviation Manufacturers Association as well as TSA operations and policy personnel.

The working group does not support unfounded mandates and prefers voluntary guidelines to rules and regulations.  That said, several rules, e.g., the 12/5 rule, already have been implemented and it is conceivable that TSA may impose additional regulations as it sees necessary.  The working group has also been sensitive to the idea that doing too little will have an adverse effect on the industry, with states and local jurisdictions taking steps of their own.  On the other hand, doing too much will create enormous logistical, implementation and cost issues for many airports, which range from dirt landing strips to international airports with significant jet populations.  The working group adopted several recommendations made by the AAAE General Aviation Security Task Force.

Wait and see but be pro-active in keeping your airport secure!

FAA ISSUES NEW RULES FOR FRACTIONAL OWNERSHIP

On September 17th, the FAA issued new rules for fractionally owned aircraft.

Previously, these programs were regulated as general aviation.  However as the fractional ownership programs grew in size and complexity, FAA and the aviation community identified a need for a more appropriate regulatory structure with corresponding safety standards for these unique arrangements.

The FAA says it has updated and revised its regulations for fractional ownership programs because previous regulations did not adequately define these programs and did not clearly allocate responsibility and authority for safety and FAA regulation compliance.

The final rule defines fractional ownership programs and their various participants, allocates responsibility and authority for safety of flight operations, and ensures that fractionally owned aircraft will be operated at a high level of safety according to FAA officials.

In October of 1999, the FAA established the Fractional Ownership Aviation Rulemaking Committee (FOARC), consisting of industry and government representatives, to recommend and draft rule language to the FAA to regulate fractional ownership programs as a specific subset under general aviation operations.

The agency published a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) in July of 2001 that substantially incorporated the committee’s recommendations.

The national Business Aviation Association (NBAA) said it welcomes the release of the new rules for fractional ownership.

“While the rule is not completely what NBAA expected, it does officially recognize the fractional aircraft ownership operations and should help new companies seeking to operate or provide this type of service,” the association said.

THEFT OF GA AIRCRAFT DECLINES IN 2003

The Aviation Crime Prevention Institute in Ormond Beach, Florida, reported a drop in the number of general aviation aircraft stolen this year.

Only three general aviation aircraft have been stolen so far in 2003 (August), compared to 13 during all of 2002, the Institute said.  The Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA) has developed a list of self-imposed security enhancements for aircraft owners, which was created in conjunction with the Transportation Security Administration (TSA).

The program calls on pilots to be vigilant by watching for and reporting suspicious activities such as people who don’t seem to belong at airports, aircraft with unusual or unauthorized modifications or cargos, or anything that seems out of place.  TSA mans a toll-free nationwide hotline (866-GA-SECUR or 866-427-3287) for pilots to report suspicious activity.

AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION . . . FLYING A NO-HITTER GAME

When you scan for other traffic, do you find yourself most often looking straight ahead with occasional glances to the left and right?  If so, you are guarding against only 5% of the most common midair collision scenarios.  Eighty-two percent occur from the rear according to information provided by the AOPA Air Safety Foundation (ASF).

Midair collisions have continued at a steady rate for the past 20 years, statistics show.  Most years, such accidents number in the teens and occasionally reaches the lower to mid-20’s.  Roughly half of midair collisions involve fatalities.

The definition of the collision problem has expanded recently to include runway incursions, and has led to new safety efforts.  ASF has placed a runway-incursion training program on AOPA Online (www.aopa.org/asf/runway_safety/).  The ASF publication called Collision Avoidance:  Strategies and Tactics Safety Advisor can be viewed or ordered on AOPA Online.

In addition to the collision avoidance publication, ASF is offering collision avoidance safety seminars throughout the country.  For schedule information, see the web site (www.aopa.org/asf/schedules). 

ASF data indicates that 50% of collisions occur in the traffic pattern and of these, two-thirds occur during approach and landing when aircraft are on final or over the runway.  Confusion about the location of aircraft and their landing order often begins earlier in the pattern.  As you might expect, operations at nontowered airports offer the greatest risk.  You can view the ASF’s Operations at Nontowered Airports Safety Advisor on-line (www.aopa.org/asf/publications/sa08.pdf).

Runway incursions are a growing problem.  Some of the more serious ground collisions have occurred at nontowered airports, but mistakes occur as well as towered airports that may have a confusing array of taxiways.  ASF has placed taxiway diagrams at AOPA on-line to help pilots avoid entering an active runway by mistake.

The AIM suggests using the horizon as a reference point to determine if another aircraft is at or near your altitude.  If the other aircraft is on the horizon, it is probably at your altitude.  If it is above the horizon, it is probably higher than you are, while aircraft seen below the horizon are below you.  Make adjustments for mountain horizons.

If you have a near miss, reporting your experience might lead to improvements in the system.  When in communication with a controller, report the incident immediately.  A near midair collision is defined as either an incident in which aircraft are less than 500 feet apart or any incident during which a pilot feels that a hazard existed.  Be specific in your transmission to controllers, because ATC will not interpret a casual remark as an official report.  Pilots should state, “I wish to report a near midair collision”.  You may also make a report by telephone to the nearest flight service station (FSS).  Or you may wait until after the flight and write to the nearest flight standards district office (FSDO).

Keep your scan going.  There are two methods for scanning the skies.  You may turn your head left and scan back to the right, stopping several times to allow your eyes to focus.  Another is to start at the center of the windscreen and scan outward, first in one direction and then the other.  This block system is designed to divide your viewing area into segments.  Help other pilots see you—especially when flying in congested airspace by turning on a landing or taxi light.  You may lose 30 minutes from the life of the lamp, but gain 30 years of life for yourself.  And don’t forget the occasional backward, upward, or downward glance.  Limber up your neck, since statistics show that the greatest threat is from above and behind.  Keep looking over your shoulder... it may just save your life.

UPCOMING EVENTS

First Sunday of each month Dave Coats’ AIR CENTER hosts a Fly-in Breakfast at Salt Lake City Airport II (U-42) in West Jordan, UT.  Good Food – Good Conversation – Discount Fuel.  Donations accepted.

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT


HOTLINES


Report All Suspicious


Aviation Activities:





1-866-AIR-BUST
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1-866-GA-SECUR











